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WFD timetable

In March 2022, the Member States 

are due to report their 3rd River 

Basin Management Plans 

(RBMPs), for the period 2022-2027

In these plans, Member States are 

expected to indicate how they will 

ensure that the Water Framework 

Directive objectives will be met by 

the end of 2027.

Transposition into national law 2003

1st River basin management plans (2009-2015) 2009

Deadline for achieving env. Objectives 2015

2nd River basin management plans (2015-2021) 2015

3rd River basin management plans (2021-2027) 2021

‘Ultimate’ deadline for compliance 2027
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What’s new?

6th Implementation Report

 Commission Report to the Council and the European Parliament 

 Commission SWDs

EU Overview on the progress in the implementation of the MS’ PoMs under the WFD

+ assessments  for each MS

EU Overview on the MS’ PRA under the FD

+ assessments for each MS

 Assessment of MS’ reporting of New Substances under the 2013 EQSD

Publication date: 15 Dec 2021 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/6th-water-framework-directive-and-floods-directive-implementation-report_en

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/6th-water-framework-directive-and-floods-directive-implementation-report_en
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What’s new?

Guidance on Barrier Removal

for River Restoration

Publication date: 21 Dec 2021

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/

guidance-barrier-removal-river-restoration_en

Study on impact of 

climate change on floods

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/932572

Publication date: 07 Dec 2021

Study on floods

and agriculture

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/128153

Publication date: 07 Dec 2021

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/guidance-barrier-removal-river-restoration_en
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/932572
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/128153
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What’s new?

Zero Pollution Action Plan

Pollution Stakeholder Platform : will help deliver on the flagship initiatives/actions set out in the ZPAP by

➢ defining a common vision on how to achieve zero pollution objectives

➢ bringing together actors from different areas of expertise to tackle inter-related challenges, such as strengthening a joint 

environment and health agenda

➢ developing and sharing good practices on cross-cutting topics

Newsletter      https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/env/user-subscriptions/2522/create

New website https://ec.europa.eu/environment/zero-pollution-stakeholder-platform_en 

improving water quality by reducing waste, 

plastic litter at sea (by 50%) and 

microplastics released into the 

environment (by 30%).

water

ZPAP includes stronger enforcement of zero pollution together with environmental and other authorities.

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/env/user-subscriptions/2522/create
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/zero-pollution-stakeholder-platform_en


What’s new?

New Environmental Crime Directive 

establishes new criminal 

offences, including illegal 

water abstraction causing 

substantial damage to 

water resources

water

ECD intends to make protection of the environment more effective as it will ensure better 

protection of air, water, soil, nature and human health and it will guarantee a common 

approach across EU.
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What’s forthcoming?

the revision of the list of substances covered in the Groundwater Directive and the 

Environmental Quality Standards Directive in full synergy with the Zero Pollution Action Plan, 

the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, the Strategic Approach to Pharmaceuticals in the 

Environment

the revision of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

a proposal for a new Nature Restauration law, under the Biodiversity Strategy
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What’s forthcoming?

the revision of legislation in the Industrial Emissions Directive

the revision of legislation in the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive



Compliance with the WFD

• 5th implementation report (2019) : COM made recommendations based on 2nd RBMPS 

• In Water and Marine Directors meeting held on 23 November 2021, COM presented first findings of the 

EU pilots on compliance and sanctioning systems and informed MS that COM will follow up.

• Assessment of replies is on-going.  

• Water Fitness Check (2019) : implementation gap

• In the course of 2020 and 2021, COM has engaged in a dialogue with all Member States to follow up on 

its assessment report of the 2nd RBMPs Plans.

• The same period, COM launched pilots on compliance assurance and sanctioning mechanisms



Final remarks

The challenge of water management is

more urgent than ever

2022 : a critical year 

ie. adoption of the 3rd RBMPs

and the 2nd FRMPs

The European Green Deal offers us a 

great opportunity to enhance the 

implementation of the existing legislation 

to address water challenges, as well as 

to fill in the gaps



Thank you
for your attention

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water 


